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pHI t was around 9.30 one Saturday 
morning in March this year that  
I got the call from The Sunday 
Telegraph. It was the paper’s features 
department. Would I care to go to 
Crufts and file a “colourful” story 

in time for the next day’s paper? They 
would need the copy by, say, four o’clock 
that afternoon.

I jumped at the opportunity. Having 
lived for many years outside the UK, I had 
somehow never managed to get to Crufts. 
I hopped on my bike and headed for Earl’s 
Court (from Regent’s Park a perfectly man-
ageable distance) only to find that Crufts 

had moved some years ago to the National 
Exhibition Centre in Birmingham.

I finally arrived at the Greatest Dog Show 
in the World with a couple of hours at the 
most to absorb the scene and report back. 
My article duly appeared the next day. It 
mainly focused on the magical moment 
when I was fortunate enough to witness 
Barbara Abbishaw from County Durham 
winning the Best of Breed Certificate with 
her gorgeous Italian Spinone. She was 
puffing so much from doing the lap of 
honour with that she could barely talk.

When the Kennel Club rang me earlier 
this week to invite me to its Discover Dogs 

Creature
cOmFOrts

Dog-lover Stanley Johnson visits Crufts and London Dog Week and 
finds plenty of evidence to confirm that canines are good for us

event (the other big doggy festival which 
it stages in November each year), I was 
delighted to discover that this time the 
correct location really was Earl’s Court. If 
you are looking for a spectacle, Discover 
Dogs is certainly that. It is the grand finale 
of London Dog Week.

OUR OLD FRIEND
Heidi Ancell, the Kennel Club’s press 
officer, said: “Of the 210 pedigree breeds 
in the UK, no fewer than 200 are being 
exhibited here.” 

She thrust a map of the giant hall into 
my hands. “The breed booths are either 
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